
Welcome to the
2023 ς 2024

Candidate Workshop
Presented by 

Santa Rosa County
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Disclaimer:

Florida Statutes Chapters 97 through 106 pertain to Florida 
Election Laws.

We are not legal representatives, therefore always refer to the 
Florida Statutes for confirmation.
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2024
Election Dates
 

Presidential Preference Primary ς March 19, 2024

Primary ς August 20, 2024
General ς November 5, 2024
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Local Offices up for Election
Å Clerk of the Circuit Court & Comptroller
Å Sheriff
Å Property Appraiser
Å Tax Collector
Å Superintendent of Schools
Å Supervisor of Elections
Å County Commissioner, Districts 1, 3, and 5
Å School Board Members, Districts 2 and 4
Å Blackwater Soil & Water Conservation District, Seats 2 and 4
Å Avalon Beach-Mulat Fire Protection District, Seats *1, 2,*3, and 4
Å Holley-Navarre Fire District, Seats *1, 2,*3, 4, and *5
Å Midway Fire District, Seats 1, 3, and 5
Å Navarre Beach Fire Rescue District, Seats 1, 3, and 5
Å Pace Fire Rescue District, Seats 1, 3, and 5

  

* To re-align seats 
according to Florida Statutes
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tŜǊ CΦ{Φ млсΦлммΣ ! /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻΧ

ÅSeeks to qualify for nomination or election by:

Åpetitioning process
Åpaying the qualifying fee
Åfiling as a write-in candidate

ÅReceives contributions or makes expenditures

ÅAppoints a treasurer and designates a primary campaign account;

ÅFiles qualification papers and subscribes to a ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ oath as required by law

Nothing prohibits a person from announcing their intention to become a candidate prior to 
filing Form DS-DE 9 as long as no contributions are received, no expenditures are made, 
and no petition signatures are collected.
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Candidates must be registered voters in Santa Rosa County and reside 
within the district represented by the office sought as follows: 

ÅCounty Commission Candidates ς at the time of the election: 
November 5, 2024

ÅSchool Board Candidates ς at the time of qualifying:  
     Noon, June 10 ς Noon, June 14, 2024

Requirements for running for local office
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Fire Districts and Black Water Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts 

If not planning to collect contributions or make expenditures:

ÅNot required to appoint a treasurer or open a campaign depository (F.S. 
99.061 (3)). 

ÅPay Qualifying Fee of $25.00 during qualifying with personal check or 
collect 25 valid petitions before petition deadline (F.S. 99.061 (7)(a)1.) 
and submit 10¢ each for verification.

Special District Offices
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Forms to File to Get Started (Pre-filing)

Appointment of Campaign Treasurer Form (DS-DE 9)

ÅLocal Candidates file with SOE; state/multi-county file with the Florida 
Division of Elections

 

ÅMust be filed prior to opening the campaign account

ÅShall be on file with the filing officer prior to:

ÅAccepting any contributions

ÅMaking expenditures

ÅObtaining petition signatures
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Statement of Candidate Form DS-DE 84 *within 10 days
ÅTo verify the ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ knowledge of F.S. Chapter 106 όCƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ 

campaign finance laws)

State of Candidate for Judicial  Office Form DS-DE 83 *within 10 days
ÅTo verify the ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜΩǎ knowledge of the requirements of the 

Florida Code of Judicial Conduct

(*Due within 10 days after the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer is filed.)

Pre-filing Forms (continued)
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ÅNot required to be a registered voter

ÅCandidate may be treasurer or deputy treasurer

ÅOnly treasurer/deputy treasurer signs campaign check

ÅLocal candidate may not have more than 3 deputy treasurers

ÅIf a treasurer resigns, must notify the candidate and the Elections Office 
in writing 

ÅCandidate uses DS-DE 9 form to re-appoint treasurer or deputy treasurer

Campaign Treasurers
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ÅKeep detailed accounts current within 2 days; 

ÅFile regular reports of all contributions and expenditures as prescribed 
by Florida Statutes 106.07;

ÅPreserve all account records for a number of years equal to the term 
of the office sought;

ÅAll contributions received shall be deposited prior to the end of the 
5th business day following receipt excluding Saturdays, Sundays and 
legal holidays per Florida Statutes 106.05.

More on Campaign Treasurers
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ÅOnce pre-filed, a letter with instructions, password,                             
pin numbers and identification number for the Online Filing System 
will be mailed.

ÅAll campaign reports are filed electronically.  

ÅAll contributions and expenditures must be reported within the 
correct reporting period. 

ÅData may be entered and saved into the website regularly, rather 
than just before deadline.

ÅThe candidate or treasurer will άǎǳōƳƛǘέ the report. 

Online Reporting System
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Online Reporting System (continued)

ÅThe deadline to submit a campaign report is before                        
midnight on the due date. 

ÅThe report is made public immediately, eliminating the need for paper 
copies. 

ÅIf notified that an amended report is required, candidates have 7 days to 
submit amended report. Only item(s) that require correction need be 
placed on amended report. Specific instructions must be followed to 
ensure that the campaign totals are not affected. (F.S. 106.07 (2)(b))

ÅElection staff will be available to assist during regular business hours 
(Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm).
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/ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ

ÅFile Campaign Reports Quarterly (New)

Å60th day preceding the primary election Biweekly on each Friday 
through and including the 4th day immediately preceding the 
general election. 

ÅAdditional reports are due on the 25th and 11th days before the 
primary and general elections.

See report schedule for full list of dates.

14F.S. 106.07 (1)(b)



Calendar 
of 

Reporting 
Dates

for 2024 
Elections

Primary Election Reports must be filed by all candidates even if 
their name will only appear on the General Election Ballot.
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Contribution Information 

ÅContributions in CASH and /ŀǎƘƛŜǊΩǎ Check are limited to $50 per election 
cycle (including Candidate) for each contributor. (F.S. 106.09)

ÅAggregate contribution limit is $1,000 per election cycle, includes cash,     
in-kind and check, etc.

ÅContributions from the candidate to their own campaign are UNLIMITED, 
with the exception of cash and ŎŀǎƘƛŜǊΩǎ checks.

ÅA person may not make contributions through or in the name of another. 
(F.S. 106.08(5)(a))

ÅContributions may be accepted via money order, wire transfer, credit card, 
and debit card and labeled άŎƘŜŎƪέ for reporting purposes. (F.S. 106.011)
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Contribution Information (continued)

ÅContributions may also be accepted via PayPal                                                 
(or same type of company): Report entire amount as check; Record received 
date on campaign report when it is deposited into bank account; Report 
transaction fee as expenditure.

ÅContributions must be deposited in the campaign account within 5 
business days of receipt, excluding Saturday, Sunday and legal holidays. 

ÅContributions must be returned to the contributor if received by a 
candidate/treasurer with opposition on the day of the election or less than 
5 days before the election.  

ÅIf candidate is unopposed in the primary election and will only be listed on 
the general election ballot, they may accept contributions through the 
primary election. 17


